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Dr. Rab joined Hackensack University Medical Center as vice president and Chief Information Officer in 

March 2012 from Greater Hudson Valley Health System in Middletown, New York, where he was vice 

president and Chief Information Officer since 2008. In his current role at HackensackUMC, Dr. Rab is 

spearheading the IT and Clinical Engineering strategies in alignment with the network’s strategic 

priorities in the development of a clinically integrated health network comprised of ambulatory 

practices, the Hackensack Alliance ACO, the AllSpire Health Partners Alliance, hospital acquisitions and 

mergers, as well as academic expansion and research.  Dr. Rab is a nationally recognized inspirational 

and visionary health information technology executive who has been named the 2015 Innovator of the 

year by the College of Healthcare Information Management Executives (CHIME). He is a clinically and 

technologically trained executive with over 16 years of successful CIO experience leading the 

transformation of healthcare systems in becoming integrated care technology organizations in 

partnership with the organizations’ affiliates, new mergers and acquisitions.  As a technology evangelist 

he specializes in consensus building between and amongst staff, physicians and stakeholders within 

complex and disparate environments by instilling trust and confidence. His specialized skillsets in 

leadership, governance, customer service and development of high performing teams results in creating 

organizational capacity to scale IT innovation and health care delivery. Dr. Rab is an unconventionally 

technically savvy consecutive “Becker’s Top 100 Hospital CIO’s to Know” with a unique blend of deep 

technical knowledge as well as excellent information technology and healthcare leadership skills. He is 

among the few CIOs that have successfully led two different hospital systems to attest and receive 

federal funding for meaningful use stage 1 as well as to achieve Stage 6 of the HIMSS EMR Adoption 

Model. Dr. Rab is on the forefront of healthcare cloud technologies and mobile health as he leads 

HackensackUMC into the services model for platform, data center and mobile healthcare software with 

the implementation of HackensackUMC’s private cloud delivering EHR as a service with a full 

complement of mHealth applications. He is an authentically compassionate and respectful relationship 

builder and an extraordinary motivational team builder with a passionate propensity for coaching and 

mentoring as evident in the successful development of several technology and healthcare leaders. His 

high-energy visionary personality is bent on business, technical and clinical alignment in fast-paced and 

agile environments with remarkable persistence and increased intensity in the face of adversity. Dr. Rab 

is a current and founding members of NJHIMSS. He is also an ONC Health IT Fellow as well as an active 

board member of the Jersey Health Connect HIE, a Certified Healthcare Chief Information Officer 

(CHCIO) and member of CHIME, the American Health Information Management Association, and the 

New Jersey Public Health Association. He is well published with recent articles in Becker’s Hospital 

Review and HealthSystemCIO.com as well as a sought after keynote speaker most recently at EMC 

World 2015. Follow Dr. Shafiq Rab on Twitter @CIOSHAFIQ 

 



 

 

Denise Patriaco, RN APN - C 

Vice President Clinical Affairs 

Regional Cancer Care Associates LLC 

 
Denise is the Vice President, Clinical Affairs for Regional Cancer Care Associates (RCCA).  She is 
responsible for clinical compliance and operationalizing the RCCA Clinical Integration Program. This 
involves creating clinical workflows that support the physicians and staff in delivering high quality, low 
cost oncology care which is critical for successful participation in alternative payment models.  
 
 Denise previously served as the Vice President of Care Management at Remedy Partners where she was 
responsible for the development and implementation of the Remedy Care Model and for coordinating 
centralized and field-based services. Prior to this, Denise served as the Director of Care Coordination for 
the Hackensack Alliance ACO where she managed global functions and led the integration of 450 
primary care physicians in 4 counties. She played a major role in the ACO’s recognition as one of the 
nation’s most successful ACO’s and led the ACO to achieve the first and only NCQA certification in New 
Jersey. Earlier in her career Denise’s Quality Initiative contributions to Hackensack University Medical 
Center assisted in securing the Robert Wood Johnson’s "Pursuing Perfection Grant" - a $20.9 million Six 
Sigma type national demonstration program. Denise is recognized as a thought leader in the areas of 
accountable care, care transitions and coordination.  
 
Denise is a frequent contributor to healthcare publications and often serves as faculty at national 
conferences. Denise also continues to work clinically as a cardiac nurse practitioner with Northern New 
Jersey Cardiology Associates. Denise has a Masters in Nursing from Pace University and is currently 
pursuing a Doctorate in Nursing from Duke University.  
  



Mayur Gupta 

Senior Vice President, Head of Digital  

Healthgrades 

Mayur Gupta is the Senior Vice President, Head of Digital at Healthgrades, the leading online resource 

for comprehensive information about physicians and hospitals.  Mayur joined the company in August 

2015 and leads the vision, strategy and development of Healthgrades digital healthcare marketplace 

connecting major health systems with enterprise, emerging and innovative marketing technologies. His 

role is to drive convergence in the healthcare ecosystem by connecting healthcare data and creating 

context with content and communication, in order to deliver the most relevant and seamless healthcare 

experience for patients.  Prior to joining Healthgrades, Mayur was the first ever Global Chief Marketing 

Technologist at Kimberly Clark, one of the largest global consumer packaged goods companies. He 

successfully established a Global Marketing Technology organization at KC with responsibility for 

building a global, connected, digital ecosystem across Media, Content, Data and Commerce 

organizations. His oversight included everything from big data and analytics, media and content, 

eCommerce, CRM, mobile, social as well as driving innovation through a network of start ups, incubators 

and VCs.  The goal: to ultimately CHANGE CONSUMER BEHAVIORS and drive top line growth for the 

company through seamless consumer experiences.  Last year, Mayur was recognized as one of the “40 

under 40” leading marketers in the industry by BrandInnovators and also received the CMO 

Programmatic Award by the CMOClub. Harvard Business Review (HBR) and the Economist profiled him 

as the model Chief Marketing Technologist in 2014. He sits on various Advisory Boards including the 

IBM's CMO Council, BrandInnovators and Global MarTech Conferences besides being a mentor for a 

number of start-ups. He frequently writes on the convergence of Marketing, Technology, Creative and 

StoryTelling to fundamentally change consumer behaviors and has been a big proponent of putting the 

HUMAN at the CENTER. A self starter, digital evangelist, marketing technologist & innovation thought 

leader, Mayur brings more than 15 years of experience in leading digital transformation on both the 

agency side and the Fortune 100s. Adept at influencing Senior Executives, company Presidents and the 

C-Suite in high stakes decision making, negotiations, strategic partnerships & public speaking and 

writing.Prior to Kimberly Clark, Mayur spent almost 13 years @SapientNitro leading digital marketing 

engagements for global brands like Coca Cola, Unilever, ESPN XGames, Mars, Citibank, Chrysler, FIAT 

Abarth, Motorola, Burger King & many others; he lead the largest production studio for the company for 

a number of years before becoming the marketing technology thought leader for one of the North 

American business units.  He is a Buddhist and lives in Chicago with his wife and two beautiful daughters 

who help do his Human Revolution each day . If he were not here, he would be playing Cricket for 

India :) or Tennis for the USA. 

  



Christopher Valerian 

 

DO, MMM, Chief Medical Officer 
 
QualCare Alliance Networks Inc. 
 
A wholly-owned subsidiary of Cigna Health and Life Insurance Company 
 

Dr. Christopher Valerian is Chief Medical Officer of QualCare Alliance Networks, Inc. (“QANI”).  He 

oversees and helps advance the organization’s clinical vision.  His work supports all divisions of the 

parent company: QualCare, Health-Lynx, Qual-Lynx, QualCare Captive Insurance Company and QualCare 

Management Resources. Before joining QANI, Dr. Valerian was Senior Vice President/Executive Medical 

Director for Health Integrated, Inc., responsible for clinical program development and success analytics 

for its Targeted Population Health programs.  He had also been Executive Medical Director of Quality 

Management and Clinical Innovations for Horizon Blue Cross Blue Shield of NJ. This experience, as well 

as his work as Vice President of Medical Affairs for a large, faith-based national healthcare system and 

Medical Director of a large ambulatory group practice and Executive Director of Care Management 

/Quality have made him a sought-after national speaker on healthcare reform, patient-centered medical 

homes, ACO’s, preventive medicine, performance improvement, quality initiatives, disease management 

and care management.  Dr. Valerian’s extensive experience with both PCMH and ACO models across the 

country made him the perfect person to lead Health-Lynx through its Accountable Care Organization 

initiative and to help refine the ACO customer experience through analytics and reporting. Dr. Valerian is 

a Board Certified Family Physician and Emergency Department Physician.  He has been on the faculty at 

several medical schools and has educated medical residents, physician assistants and nurse 

practitioners.  He has been a Senior Scholar in the Department of Health Policy at Jefferson Medical 

College in Philadelphia.  He has served as advisor to the Quality Improvement Organization of New 

Jersey, as an officer of Blue Cross Blue Shield Association Executive Medical Forum and as a healthcare 

advisor to Wall Street.  Dr. Valerian received his Doctor of Osteopathic Medicine from the New York 

College of Osteopathic Medicine and completed postgraduate training in Family Medicine at Duke 

University.  He has a master’s degree in Medical Management from Marshall School of Business, 

University of Southern California.  His professional interests include healthcare reform, quality, 

performance improvement, care management and integrating financial analysis and clinical outcomes. 

He has Six Sigma black belt certification in in each of these areas. 

  



Alan Gilbert, MPA, FHIMSS 

Chief Growth Officer 

TEAM of Care Solutions  

Mr. Gilbert is a mission-driven Growth Serial Entrepreneur with an “up through the ranks” experience in 

the healthcare industry. He is viewed as a thought leader in the areas of Accountable Care Solutions and 

Collaborative Care, is a frequent contributor to professional online journals as well as a sought after 

speaker at industry conferences. He possesses a clear understanding of the current healthcare 

landscape, and has conceived and implemented strategies that resulted in new markets, new clients and 

increased revenue. Mr. Gilbert benefits from having a well-developed network of long-standing 

relationships at the executive level, with access and credibility to be viewed as their trusted advisor. Mr. 

Gilbert is focused on the achievement of systematically better health outcomes at lower costs through a 

team-based approach to care management. Mr. Gilbert is currently the Chief Growth Officer and Co-

Founder of TEAM of Care Solutions, LLC, focusing on Technology Enabled Active Management of Care 

(TEAM).   Previous to TEAM of Care Solutions, LLC, Mr. Gilbert was the Co-Founder of AxSys Health, the 

U.S. operations of a UK based Collaborative Care Technology Care Company called AxSys Technology. 

Mr. Gilbert has held administrative, technical and operational positions at Continuum Health Partners, 

New York University Medical Center and Bellevue Hospital Center. 

 

 


